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The French issue

CHIC DAYBEDS & CHAISES
A SEASONAL SUPPER IN BURGUNDY
TOP 20 GARDENS TO VISIT
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“ESSA.THE ART OF DISPLAYING COLLECTED TREASURES M DECORATING.



EXPERT VIEW
BEAUTIFUL
ARRANGEMENTS

DANIEL SLOWIK,
interior decorator,
Sibyl Colefax &
John Fowler,
sibylcolefax.com.

® When it comes to paintings, prints or
photographs, | like to hang a lot on a wall.
A good approach is to zone the pictures.
Floor-to-ceiling black-and-white prints can
look very smart in a corridor, for example.
Groups of family photographs hung
together in a smaller room work well, too,
and is preferable to them being scattered
on surfaces. | don't like the idea of close-
hanging modern paintings, though — you
don’t want aroom to end up looking like
the railings of Hyde Park on a Sunday.
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m Before hanging, arrange the pictures
on the floor. You don't need to use a
tape measure for precise spacing, as
the tension will always be a bit different
when they are hanging from a wire.

A lot of the look will be down to instinct,
but a good guide is to put the strongest
image at the top. Don’t hang pictures
too high — we call it the Cape Canaveral
syndrome, as you end up having to

look up and the pictures appear like
they are about to take off. In rooms with
fewer pictures, try hanging them lower.
Finally, remember that not everything
has to be in a frame. A colleague
recently had a set of prints taken out

of their frames and varnished onto

the wall with overlapping edges.

m [t is important to have variations of
media in aroom, and books can provide

a background of colour, warmth and
texture. If they are deep-set, bookshelves
can display more than books. Think about
using the extra space to show off other
objects —this is a good, contemporary
alternative to a vitrine or standard display
case. Piles of books elsewhere, on coffee
tables or landings, for example, can
introduce interest and character.

® When | first started selling antiques
in the late Nineties, tables were often
laden with things. Today, that’s changed,;
cluttered surfaces are out and a more
pared-back approach is in. Venetian
paperweights look very pretty arranged
on the diagonal, for example, or | also
like a round table with alamp and a
small collection of favourite pieces.

/A FLAG IT UP Atransport
theme unites this collection
of cars and caravan touring
flags by Hubert Zanberg,
hzinteriors.com. The silver
paint on the walls is neutral
enough to let the display
sing, while its high-gloss
surface adds depth.

<I TRUE BLUE Displays

of classic blue and white
china always stand the test
of time. For a more informal,
contemporary feel, mix
avariety of pieces and
patterns from different
dinner services. Adark blue
background will allow their
silhouettes to shine.
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You can add drama by illuminating specific
picces - visualise the space like a stage to help
pick items that will become focal points.”

ANDREW MOLYNEUX, co-founder, TM Lighting, tmlighting.com.
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