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Tessa DrOudfoot, DESIGNER

| was a decor intern with the legendary Mario Rodrigues in Durban. | had
zero income, so | dabbled in modelling trying to earn a bit of money. This

photograph, taken by Joe Alblas, landed me the runner-up position in

a competition that opened up an opportunity for me to travel. The bright
lights of New York were certainly beguiling, but there was no hesitation in
my decision to stay in South Africa. Today it still continues to inspire me.

‘And This
Is Me..."

The industry icons who've
shaped the past 20 years
of H&G throw back to
their stand-out memories

Brett Murray,
ARTIST
This is artist Barend de

Wet and me (right) in 1982, : 2
attending the ANC's Culture Maira Koutsoudakis,

and Resistance Conference DECORATOR

held in Gaborone. | was At 13 months, in 1976, I can’t recall the myriad colours
so excited to hear Hugh of the Mauritian waters yet it occurs to me that this

Masekela, Jonas Gwangwa
and Abdullah Ibrahim
playing live. | remember
Jonas pertorming a powertul,
sonorous instrumental version
of Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika on
slide trombone. Barend was
killed in a car accident last
vear. | really miss him.

palette has become an obsession in my work. Ten days
after we returned, my father lost his battle with cancer
and this bittersweet moment stays with me still.

And rea Graff, DECORATOR

This picture was shot at the famous Stella Nova Studios in
Orange Grove, Jo'burg, in 1969 of my mom (note the challah
hairstyle), my sister Glenda and myself (left). I was only four at
the time but what was Mom thinking giving us those hairstyles?
Our mom, Shirley, only dressed us in imported French clothes
and taught us how to set a table, arrange flowers and appreciate
art. [ have her to thank —look at all we have achieved. »
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Liz Morris,
EDITOR IN CHIEF

CONDE NAST

HOUSE & GARDEN

[ am a grass-roots farm girl
through and through, although
pink A-line halter dresses left
much less of a mark. Being able
to walk into a paddock and

out with a horse taught me the
benefits of intention, aim and
approach. And that if it didn't
work, to try again later with
sugar lumps in my pocket.
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Dylan
Lewis
SCULPTOR
This is the year [ failed
my fine arts degree.
Being thrown out of
the mainstream arts
education system at
the very start of my
career was a seminal
moment in that it
cleared the way for
my individual creative
INSTINCTS to emerge.

Hubert Zandberg, DECORATOR
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Pierre Cronje,
A\RTISAN
Me as a boy, aged 12, in Newlands where |
attended Monterey School, which no longer
exists. I came from Pretoria and had a double

lesson in woodwork once a week. In all my other
classes 1'd be dreaming of woodwork.
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M |che|e Th rossel |, DECORATOR
Even though he was always travelling the world, my dad (golf legend
Gary Player) made an effort to be home for special occasions. He has
always been so focused and determined. Growing up he instilled these
values in us. He always said ‘do everything to the best of your ability’,
and that ‘whatever you want you can achieve as the power is within'.

Jean-Pierre

Rossouw,
FOUNDER OF
ROSSOUW'S
RESTAURANTS,
PUBLISHER OF
PLATTER'S SA
WINEGUIDE

I don't recall when I first got
picky about food but there
certainly were many simpler
years. | do like the way we all

got quite dressed up for an
impromptu backyard braai.

Dau| Duncan, LAUNCH EDITOR,
CONDE NAST HOUSE & GAIRDEN
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Dean van Aswegen.
 DECORYTIOR

FORMER CONDE NAST HOLSE &
GARDEN DECOREDITOR
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In 1996 I went on a family trip to Florida where we visited the Innoventions

muscum at Epcot in Walt Disney World. It focuses on technological

advancements and their practical applications. That set in motion my new
thinking of the possibilities of how things work if you just think differently.
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Bernadette

Le Roux,
LAUNCH EDITOR,
CONDE NAST
HOUSE & GIRDEN
GOURMET

It’s 2009 and I'm shooting
my second cookbook,

Roots, Shoots & Leaves. My
own ‘urban farmhouse’
wasn't established yer,

so I climbed the fence

into the neighbours to
torage for fresh props.
With photographer Russel
Wassertall close at hand, it
quickly turned into

a portrait shoot with an

escaped chicken in hand.
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Julla TWIgg DECORATOR
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Mervyn Gers,

CERAMICIST
The theme for the
matric dance in 1977

was T'he Hall of Mirrors
at the Palace of Versailles
and, as Grade 11 pupils,
we had to host the final
year scholars. I certainly
nailed the dress code.
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Boyd Ferguson DECORATOR
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island lite in her true style,

John
Jacob,

INTERIOR
DESIGNER
After leaving school,

I took a gap vear
studying cookery at
Ballymaloe in Ireland.
[ used to spend
weekends in [taly with
friends. | was 19 at the
time this picture was
taken and even then

I had already decided
what I was going to do
with my career.
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The year was 1948 and
I was two. My sister
and I are sitting on

a rock formation built
by my architect father
at our first home.

My father gave me

a deep understanding
of geology — inspiring
my work to this day.
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