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ARTEFACTS
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ind many artetacts chosen to decorate
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spectacle. The perfection of an ancient Greek

statue would be out of place in an exotic
interion; the beauty and vitality in a primitive,
nave carving of a wooden idol from Africa lies
not in perfection but in an expression that
celebrates the anomalies of the human form.
Fundamental 1o a space decorated in the
spirit of the exotic are unusual marerials and
rextures indigenous to a particular land. Woad,
bronze, lacquer, pottery and porcelain, marble
and stone, animal skins and fabrics woven from
natural matenals - cane, straw or bamboo,
cotron, linen and silks ~ all will find a place in
the exotic interior. Imagination plays an
important role in making native artefacts
decorative in the modem intenior, as 1t figures

in the way objects are combined and displayed

he panoply of objects includes many created
for specific uses. African tribal carvings in wood
OF Antikjue vory, as well as tribal masks, spears
and shields, are artefacts intended tor religious,
warlike or ceremonial rituals, Collections of
~‘§‘ll'\f\ from a partic UI.H ( LIllIl(‘. l‘(' ]| Ilhil.'.
China or Africa, whose function is embedded in
tradition — Japanese dress accessories such as inn
medicine cases or netsuke toggles, tor example
add interest and lavour. Among the artefacts an
home in an exotic interior are m wunungs tor

rmour, gaming pieces, food and
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lanterns and incense burners. The cross-cultural

mix of remote source and fresh eve is kev.



