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DESIGNER HUBERT ZANDBERG TURNS
A HOUSE ON ONE OF LONDON'S
MOST ACCLAIMED SQUARES INTO A
REFUGE OF CONTEMPORARY DESIGN
PRECISION AND BREEZY MODERNISM

be owners of the howse next door suggested us to thar neyghbours
as we did their howse.” So Zandberg recalls the very begenaing of
this project. and for a designer who relishes getting in right at the
beganaing, this cou dn't have been a better starting point. The project saw
the 1otal style turnaround of a sicstorey, typecally space-prmmed family
home « with a lifr shaft taking up precious space in the middie of it < ro as
open, light-flled contemporary Bving space
If doing away with the lft was o ceocial step, s0 was blowing out the
bascment (Zandberg told the owners be wouldn't take the job unless the
basement’s busy foorplan wont) bocame it started 3 process wherely
the bouse could be designed around what was needed for the family to
function rather thun around what was alrcady there. Zandberg believes
getting the bones nght’ with strectural changes first and interior detarling
second, is the key to success
“T'he sccond layer of architecture i the grammar of the space, the ghue
the intersor architecture and detailing which as intersor designens we're
cesponsible for and rake meticudous care with. 1 don't undentand bow one
can decorate and not design befoechand,” says Zandberg, The third layer is
the bigger picture of the decor compoution and the Bnal Lever is the hine
wuning, Zandberg believes. He has made this process = vl?u‘!?nr‘.tzuej modus
operandi and clicnts appreciate the systen behand his creative inpet
I'he owner grow up in Jamaica, and in keeping with her taste, many

rooms have an ishand favour, sharpened up for the urban locaton »
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WATUDY » The icy bive of the
Alberto Pinto stripe curtaing, the blue
of the globes collected by Londberg lor
thair colour, ond the Sinclax Till corpet
(iwww.asnclartdlcouh ore thrown nto
o chocolate, black and sond scheme
» librory toble and
bookcoses weee custom-designed and
have an architectuwral gualty which
Zandberg likens to the Now York shyline
ond odd structure to the room, The
chairs are Mues von der Rore
B FAMILY ROOM » C Black. white
ond a touch of groe the lotter refe rring
to the garden nto whech they room leods
s by Luee 1 A ‘ ) An
isterprototion of o Seon Michel Fronk
sofa with sightly improved propertions
s now a Zandberg standord. Here ot
covered in o Rubelli houndstooth. The
vshions are in cow ond springbok hide
and © Hoou! g8t

' MmOnter pattern

availoble from St Leger & Viney

ABOVE The besement was epened out to
create the family room OPRPOSITE The stedy
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CUSIENCT SOVVY mDrawnG ROOM
o Colowr and Toxtu A wbtle oyering

of tomes mother o peor!. toupes

and pinky mouves, ore offsat by deep
whergines, such os the cushions, the
Rormaec l;r:]\ fcbitic on the ormchar. the
sthades on the woll kghte Everything is

chosen for the sig nce of ds zolour

the 19301 round occasionad toble with
;;-1‘:4":\\ 100 Qg the pink r'_x_kr»:' ysicl
bowls on the toble. A darkchocolote

wenge Hloor, woodes louwred blinds,

TIIRT ISR RS )

wange shelves, and even o chocolate

trim on the betpoke mirror canscle, are
the grophic bones of the scheme. A crisp
white ceving also odds structure, strongly

controsted against the shiay lacquer-like

walls [People feeget whide i3 almost o

strong as block when controsted ogains!
@ colow,” soys Zandberg) Zandberg uses
savere controsts’ to give backbone to
this unashamedly stylised Mollywood lock
pearly, almost glitzy wolls versus a por
of 18th cantuty matt zinc urns, O conves
MmIrror 00wt O Eneor conscia, light
fabrics against dork
o Furnidure Notes: Zondber g hops all over
the world; the urns ore from an Astwerp
anlique dealee. some of the cuthions rom
outh Africo and the 19401 nickel wall
'u;h’.: wato fourd in New York. The custom
made doy beds, in s¥k valvet from Bruno
Triplet, can be Intimote ond coswval for

draping on’' or formal and contrived for

wtting proetty cockial soosety’. Unlike solo,
theie backloss, armless choises draw the ABOVE The drawing
eye nto the sitt ng oreq room RIGHT A glaw
« Curtaina: Deeply chic, these hang an slovcase that leads
bronze poles wiat below the cornice and from ground level to
strolch dramatically alang the ontire hovement lovel crentes
wall Z-T:"dbefa uses o Lelivre s in o sense of opennress
antratting shodet that are 1ewn together OPPO! TOP The
n wide Bands, with bis own speciol 'un block, white and blue
pinched goblet heading whh creates comervolary BLLOW
elegont Hutes and an unfussy look The dining room in the

basement

Ihe cssence of island style s expeessed in the horizoatal lines of the
shuttees, many arcas which are escape 2ones or secret places of repose and
a certain wpbeat, bold fashionability. Zandberg's agnature 15 a compelling
combination of bold wrokes and poetic detatl. The bold strokes are often
graphic, ‘the skeleton of the style, and the poctic line s the ficshing out of
the sheleton’, he explains. He believes firmly in the impostance of tutloeing,
and robustness 100, 5o his interiors typically feature both pronouncement
and punctuation. Throughoot the house, he has wsed black and white
and a colour — each Soor has its own sccent: green in the basement

tamily room, blue on the ground floor, off-white on the second-Hooe P
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