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DECORATOR PROFILE

Hubert Zandberg

7

Hubert Zandborg s not a decorator for the faint-hearted. At
the Notting H
Cr

00 the raal me. Hubert also admits he's opnionated. ‘The

30 he shares with business partiner Dand

e

mpion, he dociares ha's ne soft soapec, and that clisnts always

sgrar-clent relationshp is a partnership) he saya ¥ have the
nght to push for my idexs, too! He describas decorating &s ‘gong
on a journay, and insists that chents embark boots and ¢l 'Some
times we r

Hubort's
that Cham

Jamowr or high-gioss modern with equal verve, Maost important, he

A

oelieves, ishis eye [or startiing o0jects. An rveterate colector hm-

ugh it's distinetly untrandy for a thirly-one year okf' = he

SOes shopaing wity

Fortobello s a

s a crucal part of the design process.

squiar hunting ground, and the fruts of one recent
g5 '

foray — a matiress's colled innards — now hang, modern an Sty'e, or

his shudio walls. This & tysical of his wilingness to take risks. | never
FRSgN indifterent rooms — peocie ether love or hate then!

LIZ ELLIOT steps out to find the inside stories

Rule-breaker he may be, but Hubert is also a

sts on accurate Noor plans untl the bones of a room are corract,

and demands iImmaculate workmanship — he will for example,

hang the curtains himsel! 1o guarantoe the nght effect Athough

own, dasign

Hubert studed law. not interiors, = his native C

ng clearly in has blood n 1995, during a visit 1o London he

enjoyed a stnt at Heals, where he leamt the valuable skill of cre

ating displays ‘with manimal time and resources’ Soon alterwards

migrated to Davd Champion's shog, and two years ago thes

isign partnership, Champion Zandberg was launched,
Hubert is at pains to point out hat, despie a clutch of glamorous
cionts, his man paonty & t0 create comfortable, soulful mtenors

that please both him and

chent Currently, he's gating hes teett
nio a now-buld house n Toronto, as well as workir g 0N oNROINg
projects in France and the UK How does he gauge a client's

dasign wishes? 'From the

T OW PEFSOnE 55y, from $her jowellon
from talking 10 them! he sa

thoughtfully The office mantra, he

ravoals, i5: 'we'll make It waork! For all his forcefy opinong, it's des

that Hubert wants his clients 1o be happy. Jupms Wisow

FPORTRAIT HUGO BURNAND

59



