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Profile

THE OWNLER Hubert Zandberg runs his own acchitectursl and interior
design practice, Hubert Zandberg Intedors (hasteriors.com)

THE PROPERTY A fve storey Victorkan terrace In west London,
Spread over the groead Boor and lower ground floor are a reception room,

2 ktchen-diner, a living room and a cabinet of curosities acea. Upstairs is the
master bedroom with en sulte, a dressing room, the geest bedroom, a study
and a showes reom. There Is also a gaeden reom.

A BEAUTIFUL  OBSESSION

For Hubert Zandberg, collecting has become an all-consuming passion and provides the starting point for his imaginative journeys into interior design
FEATURE JO LEEVERS PHOTOGRAPHS SIMON UPTON
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ABCOVE The Vi . ; ABOVE LEFT AND RIGHT
nterior designer Hubert walls; every surface is home to an eye ; The Vistorion Gvpley was soon a regular at the antiques ’ Hubert feels most at home. His house 1s

cabinets appear to float on their To evercome the difficult

Zandberg can tell whether catching display. shops and markets of Portobello and very much an hommage to the old ways

modemist-style bases, desygned pregortions of the man

Golborne Road. Before long he set up reception room, Hebert of the area: the contents of his cabinets

Laedva

el

visitors to his canal-side It comes as no surprise to learn that by Hubert. The sculptural

his own interior design company, Hubert paisted the walts matt black, as varied and surprising as a browse and
which made the awhward

home are his kind of person the house has a compelling history: first it umns’ made from antlers are
antiqee asd probably husting

© Rt s Ledmenm

the moment they walk through the door. was a 19th-century canal keeper’s home, Zandberg Interiors, with studios just a rummage through traders’ stalls.

» trophies. The mirrers ace by
‘1f their first response 1s: * Wow, vou must then a sweet shop and, more recently, a 19505 designer Tommi Parzinges

1$aCe disappadt pad ity
stone's throw from his house. contents take centre stage For Hubert, the world 1s divided into

a @ DACS 2017

=
yantess Maseems Paey L awdon

‘I hived here pre Notting Hill, the The tortolse sheils aranged collectors and non-collectors. *It might
0n the wall ace all Yictorian

have a good cleaner = imagine all that motorbike workshop. ‘A taxi driver once EVIOUS PAGE The dining
room Bouses a fascinating mix

movie, during the Ailming and then sound ghb, but being a collector does

dusting!” I know we're not on the same brought me home and said she used to

of art, sculpture and fumiture and Hutart has enpoyod

through the aftermath,” he says, “When collocting them from various define us on some fundamental level,” he

#, coariesy MAGNIN-A gallary. Paris
of Frasels Bacen AN vghts reserved. DACS 2017 Rt d Waats

wavelength,” he faughs. buy sweets at my house, According to her from the tum of the last century

S Avee Moy (0entew VMagrers Py
eertawy Mok aBay f e A
a0

Marnit Slareey

But for those who share Hubert’s mother, the shopkeeper had two wives - to the presest day. The off-cestre the brand names moved n, | knew it was specialist dealers over says. Surrounded by finds as diverse as

cornice is an uplighter desigaed the yrars

appente for collecting, a visit to his west such scandal!” he says with a chuckle never going to be quite the same again,’ an antique hippopotamus skull, Brazihan
by Hubert in colaboration

London address 1s a joy. Decorative and Hubert moved 1o London from
|

e a0 Mads

Pascal Kamn

| . . . > e . . v » . . o . .
with mouldings speciaets but despite the changes, the markers along strect art and a Memphis-style desk,

unusual pieces fll cabinets and adorn South Africa several decades ago, and Stevensons of Norwich

cowtawy HacaBen Fiw

Py oy wpee ot
™ Y e ad
®

Golborne and Portobello are still where Hubert 1s certainly well-placed to judge >
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blood. It will always
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how collecting can influence your path
in life. ‘If you're a collector, it’s in your
blood. It will always inform what you
do and your approach to life.” Far from
being a distraction from seemingly more
respectable pursuits, a desire to seek out
and acquire is a trait to be celebrated, he
says. ‘Yes, it's a compulsion, but it brings
SO many positives,’

Hubert actually prefers the French

term ensemblier to the more prosas

‘collector.” Creating an emsemble, he
savs, 1s more about judgement, taste and
imagination than an orderly process of
itemiasation. And a look through Hubert's
home proves his point.

As an interior designer, Hubert is
obsessively conscientious about details:
‘I go to extreme lengths to track down a
particular door handle, or to ensure that

a room is perfectly composed,' he says.
And the art of display, arranging pieces
into balanced compositions that just
“click’, 1s all about the interplay between
the individual elements. Hubert believes
that when an antique grabs our attention
and we duly decide to buy it, it's the
collector in us at work, interacting with
that object and placing it alongside our
existing pieces,

However, taste is ever fluid and
can change over time and according to
context, he points out. For example,
there 1s good kitsch and bad kitsch,
The pink flamingo standing guard by
Hubert's desk? Most definitely good
kitsch, But why? ‘As an ensemblier, you
are constantly questioning and asking
vourself: “Why is this judged to be good
taste or bad taste”,' says Hubert. *And >

ABOVE The bouse is Built into
a bill and the kitchen is in the
basement area, which used to
be a coach hause, The glass
shelves were made 10 Hubert's
design and they have been
used throsghout the hause. The
antigee taxidermy duck came
from a deader in Edinbergh

and the large fick keife oo the
wall is by South Alrican artist
Modau Modisakong RIGHT
The Memphis-style desk In the
peest bedroom Is gradeally
being colenised by Mubert’s
ever expandiag coliection. The
panting an the stand is by
Maurido Anzerl, while the Nght
scelptare is by Aady Coolguitt
and came from a design store
In New York. Hubert has another
of b sculpturnl g pleces
haaging sbove the dising table
(see page 70)

| 'fi’-wﬁja_l you do and
roach to life
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® Pau

Maarmen Paley. Lo

Mardy coertavy

C Aene

P
T peliraom was designed by Hubert
{or Als company Mubert la:dbug

Maberioes LEFT FROM TOP The large

photograpdic work by Anse Hardy
creates the illesicn of & window
beyond the Brasdia desk; the walls
of the master bedroom are dung with

sare MEPKlane so

‘ an eclectic mix of costemporary art
K photographs and antiques
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Late 15th-ceatery mahogany
mirree, £6,800, Wiadsor

As an ensemblier you are

: - _ GHT LEF TSIk at
constantly asking yourself Rhosmdsunuclys cushien, £125,
T g MR 2 - eplotiey : Raj Tent Cleb
Why is this judged to be eyl | ceLow Bk

: acquer ¢ 0
good taste or bad taste? rapcptemniies o rowers,

£1.695, Orchid

senray sconce, £895,
Tryst d'Amaur BELOW
LEFT Faux turtle, £24
Rockett St George

the answer often depends on the

current trends = the zengeist.’

This is why, he says, some antiques
collectors make the transition into
interior design. Judgements about whether
an antique is destrable aren’t just about
market value, they are also influenced
by interiors trends. Who knows? Next
year, Hubert's flamingo may become ‘bad
kitsch’. But that unpredictability, says
Hubert, 1s what makes collecung

SO Imnterestung.

Cabinet of curiosities

ty s Sy

the design process; it’s the catalyst that Hubert's collections are a masterclass in the art of display
presses the *On’ button,’ he reveals. *And

Whether he 1s adding *just one more
thing’ to his treasures, or choosing
antiques for a client, collecting sharpens
his mind. ‘It wakes up the brain,” he says.
‘For me, thinking about what makes

something collectable is the start of

once that kicks in, I'm ready for anything ARG
RIGHT Antique

- | can fll an entire chateau!” he declares taxdermy greater

flamingo, £3.360

A Nedem Geand Tour
FAR RIGHT Ealy 20th
century carved Maasal
figure, £350, Xupes
LEFT Red lacewing
butterfly in a doa frame
ethically seurced

£35, Mini Beast

with a smile. B
Waere others might have

created » wine collare
Hubert transiormed
two tricky alcoves in

the basement into twin
cabinets of carionity
He painted the malls

Little black book

Paul Bert Serpette, 110 Rue des Roslers,
93400 Saint-Ouwen, Parls. paulbert.serpette.com

an intense navy blue,

which provides »
dramatic Backdrop for
the bleached bores
and shells in oae, and
orhances the warn
jowed tanes of the
trdal artefacts in the
other. The alcoves
were orignally used for
stecmg Aoy wheon the

I also have a home in Paris and this is my
favourite spot amoag the cny’s markets A swing-arm
for special or rare preces, lis avant-garde lamp can be
angled to
highlight
solect phecos.
Mid-ceatury
lamp, £1. 850
Philip Themas

reputatson i well deserved

Original in Berlin, Karl-Marz-Allee 83, 10243 Berlin
+49 30 60 93 60 46; originalinberiin com

Parts of Berlin fecd a little like Portobello used

to. That sense of discovery, where shops are
basement served as a

oach Muse

creative and surprising, still exists,

Rua de Lavradio, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

ABOVE "Margot’ chaise, £449,
Madecom RIGHT It is the sculptural foems
of molecalar madels, Bke this one, that catch
Hubert's eye, £204 21, Mighty Vintage ot
Etsy LEF T Repiica branze head of Apheodite,
£2.750, The Beitish Maseum Shop

his road s lined with wonderful antiques

shops and Branhans adore good desagn.”’

Golborme and Portobello Road Markets, Londen
W10 and W11, portobellorond.co.uk

I bese markets will always be special to me

© Suby AMamn, Wory Agvredsve. 2007
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